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Senator Fonfara, Representative Scanlon, and distinguished members of the Finance Committee, my name is Carl Chisem 
and I am President of the Connecticut Employees Union Independent, SEIU Local 511 and the Municipal Employees Union 
Independent, SEIU Local 506. At the state level, we represent over 3,600 blue collar maintenance and service State workers 
who provide valuable services within our state facilities. They cook, clean, repair, maintain and deliver in Connecticut’s 
State buildings, hospitals, college campuses, airports, roads, bridges, and parks. At the municipal level, we represent over 

1,000 workers who are paraprofessionals, administrative assistants, cafeteria workers, custodians, and 
maintainers. I submit this testimony in support of Proposed Bill No. 5645 and Proposed Bill No. 6176. 
 
As one of the richest state’s in the nation, Connecticut also leads the country in income inequality, leaving too many to 
deal with education gaps, health disparities, unattainable home ownership and other hardships. Years of austerity and 
disinvestment have worsened inequities and stifled economic growth. The current pandemic we are living through has 
only exacerbated these inequities leaving our vulnerable populations struggling to survive. But even through all the 
despair, the wealthy continue to profit from a booming stock market and tax system that is regressive and unfair. 
 
As a representative of the working class and a member of the Recovery for All Coalition, I urge this committee to support 
a tax on social media provider companies and to adopt the interstate compact to phase out corporate giveaways. Now is 
not the time to continue providing tax breaks to those who can afford to pay their fair share. Now is not the time to make 
service cuts or continue with fiscal controls that tie the hands of policymakers. It is time to go big and increase revenues 
to ensure all, regardless of income, gender, race, or zip code, emerge from this pandemic stronger than ever. 
 
With vision and determination, Connecticut can do better. Implementing fair updates to our tax code to raise progressive 
revenue, will help to undo the many inequities and disparities in our state budget to build a stronger economy where 
every one of us can thrive. 
 
I urge the committee to support Proposed Bill No. 5645 and Proposed Bill No. 6176. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 


